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CliAIMS 

A method for displaying information, comprising: 
identifying computer-readable service code at a 
^[service site, which code, when read by a client computer 
via a netwojrk, causes the computer to display at least 
one service /page containing service information; 

selecting at least a portion of the service code for 
inclusion iin a service component containing at least a 
portion off the service information that corresponds to 
the selected code; 

generating a pointer indicating a location at which 
the service component is accessible, for inclusion of the 
pointer irJ host code accessible to the client computer 
from a host site, which is separate from the service site 
and is accessible via the network, the host code, when 
read by the client computer, causing the computer to 
display k host page containing host information; 
receiving /at the location an invocation of the pointer by 
the client computer when the client computer accesses the 
host pagej; and 

conv|eying the selected service code to the client 
computer, such that responsive to the selected service 
code, the; client computer displays the service component 
on the he st page. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the network 
comprise;; the Internet, and wherein the service site and 
host sit(5 comprise World Wide Web sites . 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the host code 
and service code comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which is read by a browser program running on 
the clieit computer . 



67 



37908S3 



4. A method kccording to claim 3, wherein the mark-up 
language comprises Hypertext Mark-up Language (HTML) 

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein selecting the 
service code comprises adding textual tags to the mark-up 
language code , 

6. A method / according to claim 5, wherein adding the 
textual tags Comprises adding Extensible Mark-up Language 
(XML) tags 

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein adding the 
XML tags comprises inserting an XML tag defining an 
attribute off the component that can be altered when the 
component is displayed on the host page. 

8. A meth6d according to claim 3, wherein selecting the 
service coc|e comprises defining one or more pages of the 
service codle for inclusion in the component by means of 
an indication external to the one or more pages. 

9. A tudthod according to claim '8, wherein the 
indicationj com Prises an Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) 
file. 



10. A mfethod according to claim 8, wherein the 
indicatior. is given in a database. 

11. A me :hod according to claim 8, wherein defining the 
one or m:)re pages comprises defining first and second 
pages for 
page is di 



12. A me 
selected 
conveying 
computer 
page . 



inclusion in the component, wherein the second 
fined by a link on the first page. 

hod according to claim 3, wherein conveying the 
service code to the client computer comprises 
a script command instructing the client 
o insert the service component in the host 
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13. A method according to claim 12, wherein conveying 
the script command comprises conveying a JavaScript 
document .write coi^nand having the selected service code 
as an argument, 

14. A method according to claim 12, wherein the selected 
service code comprises instructions in a scripting 
language for execution by the client computer, 

15. A method according to claim 3, wherein the pointer 
comprises a uniform resource locator (URL) . 

16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the service 
component has / a state, and wherein receiving the 
invocation of tie pointer comprises receiving a hypertext 
transfer protocjbl (HTTP) request specifying the URL and 
the state of the component. 

17. A method /according to claim 16, wherein specifying 
the state q>f the component comprises inserting 
information regarding the state in a query portion of the 
URL. 

18. A method] according to claim 15, wherein the URL is 
inserted in /textual tag that is included in the host 
code . 



i according to claim 18, wherein the textual 
3 a script tag . 



19. A metho 
tag comprise 

20. A methojd according to claim 1, wherein selecting the 
service codje comprises associating with the code an 

f one or more properties of the component 
altered when the component is displayed on 
e . 



indication 
that can be 
the host pag 



defining a :> 



21. A method according to claim 20, and comprising 



kin that specifies a value to be assigned to 
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at least one of the properties when the service component 
is displayed on the post page. 

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein generating 
the pointer comprises passing the pointer to multiple 



usion in the host code of each of the 



host sites for incl 
sites, and 

wherein defin|ing the skin comprises defining a 
respective skin fod each of the host sites. 

23. A method according to claim 21- wherein conveying 
the selected service code comprises modifying the at 
least one of the /properties in the code conveyed to the 
client computer responsive to the skin. 

24. A method according to claim 20, wherein the host 
page is one of la plurality of host pages at the host 
site, including/ first and second host pages, both 
including the pointer, and comprising specifying a first 
value to be assigned to at least one of the properties 
when the component is displayed on the first host page, 
and a second value to be assigned to the at least one of 
the properties /when the component is displayed on the 
second host pag^ 

25. A method According to claim 20, wherein adding the 
indication of J the one or more properties comprises 
specifying one! or more visual properties that can be 
customized by an operator of the host site. 

according to claim 20, wherein generating 
:(pmprises passing the pointer to first and 
second host sijtes for inclusion in the host code of each 
of the sites, 

wherein a[ first value is applied to at least one of 
the properties when the component is displayed on the 



26. A method 
the pointer c 
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host page of the fl/rst host site, and a second value, 
different from the / first value, is applied to the at 
least one of the/ properties when the component is 
displayed on the host page of the second host site. 

27. A method according to claim 26, wherein receiving 
the invocation off the pointer comprises receiving an 
indication of whether the client computer received the 
pointer from the f/irst or the second site, and 

wherein conveying the selected service code to. the 
client computer comprises modifying the at least one of 
the properties in the selected service code conveyed to 
the client computer responsive to the indication. 

28. A method according to claim 1, wherein selecting the 
service code comprises adding to the code a method for 
extracting data /from the service component for use by the 
host site. / 

29. A method I according to claim 28, wherein t":ie 
extracted data/ relates to a service provided by the 
service site tp a user of the client computer in return 
for payment . / 

30. A method/ according to claim 1, wherein generating 
the pointer comprises passing the pointer to multiple 
host sites fop inclusion in the host code of each of the 
sites. | 

31. A method according to claim 30, wherein the multiple 
host sites bomprise first and second host sites, and 
wherein receiving the invocation of the pointer comprises 
receiving art indication of whether the client computer 
received the pointer from the first or the second site, 
and 
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wherein conveying the selected service code to the 
client computer comprises modifying the information 
conveyed to the Jblient computer responsive to the 
indication . 

32. A method according to claim 31, wherein the service 
component has a stiate, and the information conveyed to 
the client computer comprises instance data indicative of 
the state of the component, and 

wherein modifying the information comprises 
modifying the instance data conveyed to the client 
computer dependent upon whether the client computer 
received the pointer from the first or the second site. 

33. A method according to claim 30, wherein the service 
site provides a service to a user of the client computer 
who interacts with the service site via the network, and 

wherein conveying the selected service code of the 
service code tq> the client computer comprises enabling 
the user to prjbcure the service while viewing the host 
page of any of the multiple host sites on the client 
computer . 

34. A method Recording to claim 33, wherein the service 
site provides the service in return for payment. 

35. A method I according to claim 1, wherein identifying 
the service code comprises identifying code corresponding 
to multiple service pages to be included in the service 
component, including first and second service pages, 

selecting the service code comprises 
rst and second portions of the code 
respectively to the first and second 
, the first selected portion comprising a 



wherein 
selecting fi 
corresponding 
service pages 
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link from the fir 
comprising : 

receiving an ir 



page to the second page, 



and 



vocation of the link by the client 
computer while the f:.rst page of the service component is 
displayed on one of the host pages; and 

conveying the second selected portion to the client 
computer responsive :o the link, whereby the second page 
of the service con^ponent is displayed on the client 
computer . 

36. A method according to claim 35, wherein the host 
page is one of a plurality of host pages at the host 
site, and 

wherein conveying the second selected portion 
comprises conveying the second selected portion such that 
responsive thereto, the client computer displays the 
second service pagjb on one of the host pages, 

37. A method accjbrding to claim 36, wherein the client 
computer displays/ each of the first and second pages of 
the service compofnent in a predefined location on one of 
the host pages . 

38. A method aJccording to claim 36, and comprising 
specifying one /of the host pages to be associated 
respectively witfh each of the service pages, such that 
when one of the /service pages is displayed in the service 
component, it is displayed on the one of the host pages 



that is associa 



second ones of 



ed therewith. 



39. A method according to claim 38, wherein specifying 
the one of the lost pages comprises associating the first 
and second service pages respectively with first and 



he host pages, and 
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wherein conveying the second selected portion 



comprises, respor 
calling for the 
displayed on the A 

40 A method ac 



sive to the invocation of the link, 
second one of the host pages to be 
:lient computer. 

wording to claim 39, and comprising 
modifying the link from the first service page to the 
second service dage so that it links directly to the 
second one of the/ host pages. 

41. A method according to claim 39, wherein calling for 
the second one/ of the host pages to be displayed 
comprises redirecting the client computer to access the 
second one of thJe host pages at the host site. 

42. A method ajccording to claim 39, wherein generating 
the pointer comprises passing first and second pointers 
to the host site indicating respective locations of the 
first and secoAd selected portions at the service site, 
for inclusion /of the first and second pointers in the 
host code of tie first and second ones of the host pages, 
respectively, I such that responsive to accessing the 
second one of fthe host pages, the client computer invokes 
the second poipter. 

43. A method | according to claim 38, wherein identifying 
the code corresponding to the multiple service pages 
comprises associating the multiple service pages with 



respective fa 

wherein 
associated re 



comprises 
corresponding 

44. A method 
the service 



ces, and 

specifying the one of the host pages to be 
spectively with each of the service pages 
ecording, for each of the faces, a 
host page. 

according to claim 43, wherein associating 
pages with the respective faces comprises 



\ 
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associating at leasjt two of the pages with the same one 
of the faces. 

45. A method according to claim 35, wherein the first 
and second service pages are associated with a process 
running on the service site, the process having a state, 
and 

wherein conveying the second selected portion 
comprises conveyin/g instance data indicative of the state 
of the process. 

46. A method according to claim 45, wherein the process 
is associated witp a transaction between the service site 
and a user of the client computer who interacts with the 
service site via /the network, and 

wherein cqnveying the second selected portion 
comprises consummating the transaction. 

47. A method according to claim 1, wherein generating 
the pointer t/o the location at which the service 
component is accessible comprises generating a pointer to 
the service sitje. 

48. A method I according to claim 1, wherein generating 
the pointer /to the location at which the service 



component is 



a location renote from the service site. 



49. A method 
is conveyed 
substantially 



50. A metho 
receiving thes 



ccessible comprises generating a pointer to 



according to claim 1, wherein the host code 
rom the host site to the client computer 
without passing through the location at 



which the service component is accessible. 



according to claim 1, and comprising 
host code at the location at which the 



service component is accessible, 
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wherein cohveying the selected service code 
comprises conveying both the host code and the selected 
service code froAi the location to the client computer. 

51. A method of/ electronic commerce, comprising: 

identifying computer-readable service code at a 
service site offering a service, which code, when read by 
a client computer via a network, causes the computer to 
display at lea^t one service component enabling a user of 
the client comduter to procure the service; 

generating a pointer indicating a location at which 
the service ccAriponent is accessible, for inclusion of the 
pointer in respective host code accessible to the client 
computer from/ each of a plurality of host sites, which 
are separate pom the service site and are accessible via 
the network, / the host code, when read by the client 
computer, causing the computer to display a respective 
host page of leach of the sites; 

receiving an invocation of the pointer by the client 
computer when the client computer accesses the respective 
host page of/ any one of the sites; 

conveyihg the service code to the client computer, 
such that responsive t:o the service code, the client 
computer displays the service component on the respective 
host page; c.nd 

providing the service to the user of the client 
computer while the client computer displays the 
respective host page. 

52. A method according to claim 51, providing the 
service comprises providing the service to the user in 
return for payment, 
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53. A method according to claim 51, wherein the network 
comprises the Inte/rnet, and wherein the service site and 
host site comprise World Wide Web sites. 

54. A method according to claim 51, wherein the host 
code and service /code comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which is read by a browser program running on 
the client computier. 

55. A method according to claim 51, wherein conveying 
the service code to the client computer comprises making 
a determination of which of the host sites the client 
computer was accessing when the invocation was received, 
and altering /one or more attributes of the service 
component responsive to the determination. 

56. A method /according to claim 55, wherein the service 
provided to the user has a state, and 

wherein / altering the one or more attributes 
comprises modifying instance data relating to the state 
<te in the component that is conveyed to the 
er . 



of the servi 
■client comput 

57. A method 
the service 
method for 
component for 

58. A method 
the service 
to multiple 
component, i 



according to claim 51, wherein identifying 
code comprises associating with the code a 
xtraction of information from the service 
use by the host site. 



according to claim 51, wherein identifying 
code comprises identifying code corresponding 
ervice pages to be included in the service 
eluding first and second service pages, the 
first page [comprising a link to the second page, and 
comprising : 
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receiving an /invocation of the . link by the client 
computer while the/ first page of the service component is 
displayed on one off the host pages; and 

conveying the second service page to the client 
computer responsive to the link. 

59. A method According to claim 58, wherein the 
respective host i>age at each of the host sites is one of 
a plurality of hist pages at the host site, and 

wherein conveying the second service page comprises 
conveying the second service page such that responsive 
thereto, the client computer displays the second service 
page on one of /the host pages of the host site. 

60. A method according to claim 59, wherein the service 
comprises a transaction between the service site and a 
user of the client computer who interacts with the 
service site via the network, and 

wherein conveying the second service page comprises 
consummating the transaction. 



61. A method 
the pointer 
component is k 
the service s:.t 



62. A method 
the pointer 
component is 



63 . A method 



computer su 



according to claim 51, wherein generating 
to the location at which the service 
ccessible comprises generating a pointer to 
e . 



according to claim 51, wherein generating 
to the location at which the service 
accessible comprises generating a pointer to 



a location remote from the service site. 



according to claim 51, wherein the host 



code is conveyed from the host site to the client 



stantially without passing through the 



location at which the service component is accessible. 
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64. A method according to claim 51, and comprising 
receiving the ho sit code at the location at which the 
service component /is accessible, 

wherein coriveying the selected service code 
comprises conveyijng both the host code and the selected 
service code from the location to the client computer. 

65. A method for/ displaying information, comprising: 
providing cpmputer-readable host code at a host 

site, which code, when read by a client computer via a 
network, causes the computer to display at least one host 
page containing /host information; 

inserting fLn the code of the host page a pointer 
indicating a location at which a service component is 
accessible, the service component comprising selected 
code available /at a service site, which is separate from 
the host site/ and is accessible via the network, the 
selected code /comprising at least a portion of service 
code availablej at the service site, which service code, 
when read by a client computer accessing the service site 
via the netwojrk independently of the host site, causes 
the computer I to display at least one service page 
containing service information, at least a portion of 
which, corresponding to the selected code, is included in 
the service component; 

specifying in the host code a location on the at 
least one host page for display of the service component; 
and 

passing host code including the pointer to the 
client computer when the client computer accesses the 
host page, such that responsive to the pointer, the 
client computer requests the selected code, and upon 
receiving the selected code, the client computer displays 
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the service compor/ent in the specified location on the 
host page. 



66. A method accc 
comprises the Int€ 
host site comprise 



rding to claim 65, wherein the network 
rnet, and wherein the service site and 
World Wide Web sites. 



67. A method according to claim 65, wherein the host 
code and service fcode comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which iis read by a browser program running on 
the client computer. 

68. A method according to claim 67, wherein the pointer 
comprises a uniform resource locator (URL) . 

69. A method According to claim 68, wherein inserting 
the pointer comprises inserting a textual tag including 
the URL in the host code. 



70, 



A method according to claim 67, wherein the selected 



code at the ser 
Mark-up Languag^ 

71. A method a 
code comprises 
the component 



/ice site comprises one or more Extensible 
(XML) tags. 

ccording to claim 65, wherein the selected 
an indication of one or more properties of 
that are altered when the component is 



displayed on the host page, and 

wherein pj-oviding the host code comprises inserting 
in the host code a specification of the value of at least 
one of the properties, 

72. A method according to claim 65, and comprising 
extracting an element of the service information from the 



service compone 
73. A method 



service compone 



nt for use at the host site. 

according to claim 65, wherein the host 



site is one of a plurality of host sites on which the 



nt is displayed. 
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74. A method according to claim 65, wherein providing 
the host code comp/rises providing code corresponding to 
first and second host pages, and 

wherein inserting the pointer comprises inserting a 
first pointer to a first service page of the service 
component in the first host page, and inserting a second 
pointer to a second service page of the service component 
in the second Host page, the first service page 
comprising a link to the second service page, and 

wherein passing the host code comprises passing the 
code corresponding to the second host page responsive to 
an invocation of the link by the client computer while 
the first page df the service component is displayed on 
the first host / page, causing the client computer to 
display the secoid service page on the second host page. 

75. A method according to claim 65, wherein passing the 
host code comprises passing the host code from the host 
site to the client computer substantially without passing 
through the location at which the service component is 
accessible . 



76. A method a 
the host code 
location at whi, 
from which loca 
service code are 



iccording to claim 65, and wherein passing 
comprises passing the host code to the 
,ch the service component is accessible, 
iftion both the host code and the selected 
conveyed to the client computer. 

77. A component server, comprising computer apparatus 
that is adapted to receive an identification of 
computer-readable service code at a service site, which 
code, when read by a client computer via a network, 
causes the computer to display at least one service page 
containing service information, 
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at least a porti 
corresponds to the 



wherein at least a portion of the service code is 
selected for inclusion in a service component containing 

-<|>n of the service information that 
selected code, and 
wherein a poir.ter is generated indicating a location 
at which the service component is accessible, for 
inclusion of the pointer in host code accessible to the 
client computer from a host site, which is separate from 
the service site qfnd is accessible via the network, the 
host code, when refad by the client computer, causing the 
computer to display a host page containing host 
information, 

which apparatus is further adapted to receive via 
the network an ijnvocation of the pointer by the client 
computer when the client computer accesses the host page, 
and to convey datja including the selected service code to 
the client computer over the network, such that 
responsive to tjhe selected service code, the client 
computer display^ the service component on the host page, 

78. A server acjcording to claim 77, wherein the network 
comprises the Internet, and wherein the server comprises 
a World Wide Webl server. 

79. A server according to claim 77, wherein the host 
code and service code comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which/ is read by a browser program running on 
the client computer. 

80. A server According to claim 79, wherein the mark-up 



language compri 
wherein the 
Extensible Mark 



ses Hypertext Mark-up Language (HTML) , and 
selected service code is tagged with 
-up Language (XML) tags. 
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81. A server according to claim 79, wherein the pointer 
comprises a uniform resource locator (URL) . 

82. A server according to claim 77, wherein the selected 
service code comprises an indication of one or more 



properties of th 



component that can be altered when the 



component is displayed on the host page, and 

wherein the/ apparatus is adapted to alter the data 
conveyed to ttye client computer responsive to the 
properties . 

83. A server According to claim 82, and comprising a 
memory, which its adapted to store a skin, which specifies 
a value to be Assigned to at least one of the properties 

component is displayed on the host page, 
apparatus is adapted to alter the data in 
a skin stored by the server. 



when the servi 
and wherein th 
accordance wit 



84 . A server 
is passed to 



iccording to claim 77, wherein the pointer 
multiple host sites, including first and 



second host sites, for inclusion in the host code of each 



of the sites, 
wherein 



nd 



the apparatus is adapted receive an 
indication of I whether the client computer is accessing 
the first or tjhe second host site, and to modify the deta 
the client computer responsive to the 



conveyed to 
indication . 



85, 



A 



serve 



indication is 



according to claim 84, wherein the 
contained in the invocation received by the 
apparatus from the client computer. 

86. A server according to claim 77, wherein the service 
code corresponds to multiple service pages to be included 



in the serv 



ce component, including first and second 



selected portions corresponding to first and second 
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service pages, ther first selected portion comprising a 
link from the first page to the second page, and 

wherein responsive to an invocation of the link by 
the client computer while the first page of the service 
component is displayed on one of the host pages, the 
apparatus is addpted to convey the second selected 
portion to the client computer. 

88. A server According to claim 77, wherein the 
apparatus is adapjbed to operate at the service site. 

89. A server feccording to claim 77, wherein the 
apparatus is adapted to operate remotely from the service 
site , 

90. A server according to claim 77, wherein the host 
code is conveyed over the network from the host site to 
the client comparer substantially without passing through 
the apparatus. 



91. A serve- 
apparatus is i 



according to claim 77, wherein the 
rther adapted to receive the host code and 
to convey bothf the host code and the selected service 
code together no the client computer. 

92. An electronic commerce server, comprising computer 
apparatus that! is adapted to receive an identification of 
computer-readable service code at a service site offering 



a service, wh 



service compo 
to procure the 

wherein 
location at ii 
for inclusior. 
accessible to 



ch code, when read by a client computer via 



a network, causes the computer to display at least one 
nent enabling a user of the client computer 
service, 

a pointer is generated to indicate a 
hich the service component is accessible, 
of the pointer in respective host code 
the client computer at each of a plurality 
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of host sites, whicm are separate from the service site 
and are accessible fcia the network, the host code, when 
read by the client! computer, causing the computer to 
display a respective! host page of each of the sites, 

which apparatu/s is further adapted to receive an 



invocation of the p 



inter by the client computer when the 



client computer acqesses the respective host page of any 
one of the sites, and to convey data including the 
service code to thd client computer, such that responsive 
to the service cdde, the client computer displays the 
service component / on the respective host page, so that 
the service is /provided to the user of the client 
computer while / the client computer displays the 
respective host ppge. 

93. A server according to claim 92, wherein the service 
is provided to tlje user in return for payment. 

94. A server according to claim 92, wherein the network 
comprises the Internet, and whe.-rein the server comprises 
a World Wide WebJ server, 

95. A server According to claim 92, wherein the host 
code and service code comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which/ is read by a browser program running on 
the client compjbter. 

96. A server/ according to claim 92, wherein the 
apparatus is adapted to make a determination of which of 
the host sites the client computer was accessing when the 
invocation was received, and to alter one or more 
attributes of the service component responsive to the 
determination . 



97. A server 
extraction of 



according to claim 92, wherein a method for 
information from the service component is 
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invocation of th« 
first page of tl 
of the host page 



associated with thjfe service code for use by the host 
site . 

98. A server according to claim 92, wherein the service 
code corresponds tj> multiple service pages to be included 
in the service qomponent, including first and second 
service pages, thfe first page comprising a link to the 
second page, and 

wherein the/ apparatus is adapted to receive an 
link by the client computer while the 
service component is displayed on one 
and to convey the second service page 
to the client computer responsive to the link. 

99. A server I according to claim 98, wherein the 
respective host (page at each of the host sites is one of 
a plurality of Host pages at the host site, and 

wherein tne apparatus is adapted to convey the 
second service page such that responsive thereto, the 
client computer displays the second service page on one 
of the host pagps of the host site. 

100. A server according to claim 99, wherein the service 
comprises a transaction between the service site and a 

lient computer who interacts with rhe 
ia the network, such that the second 
displayed to notify the user that the 



user of the 
service site 
service page i 



transaction has been consummated. 



101. A server [according to claim 92, wherein the host 
code is conveyed over the network from the host site to 
the client compfuter substantially without passing through 
the apparatus. 



102. A server 
apparatus is fu 



according to claim 92, wherein the 
rther adapted to receive the host code and 
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to convey both/ the host code and the selected service 
code together to the client computer. 

103. A host server, for use at a host site, comprising 
computer apparatus adapted to store computer-readable 
host code, which code, when read by a client computer via 
a network, causes the computer to display at least one 
host page containing host information, 

wherein al pointer is inserted in the code of the 
host page indicating a location at which a service 



component is a 
selected code 
separate from 



service code, 



ipcessible, the service component comprising 
available at a service site, which is 
the host site and is accessible via the 
network, the slelected code comprising at least a portion 
of service ccjde available at the service site, which 

when read by a client computer accessing 



the service site via the network independently of the 
host site, ;,afises the computer to display at least one 
service page Containing service information, at least a 
portion of whlich, corresponding to the selected service 
code, is included in the service component, and 

wherein the host code includes a specification of a 
location on the at least one host page for display of the 
service component , 

which apparatus is further adapted to convey the 
host code, including the pointer, to the client computer 
when the client computer accesses the host page, such 
that responsive to the pointer, the client computer 
requests the selected code, and upon receiving the 
selected code, the client computer displays the service 
component in] the specified location on the host page. 
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104. A server according to claim 103, wherein the network 



comprises the Int 



earnet , 



and wherein the server comprises 



a World Wide Web server 



105. A server acc 
code and service 
language, which i 



ording to claim 103, wherein the host 
:ode comprise code written in a mark-up 
3 read by a browser program running on 



the client computejr. 

106. A server afccording to claim 103, wherein the 
selected code comprises an indication of one or more 
properties of tme component that are altered when the 
component is displayed on the host page, and 

wherein the host code includes a specification of 
the value of at [least one of the properties 

107. A server according to claim 103, wherein the 
apparatus is adapted to extract an element of the service 
information fron the service component for use at the 
host site, 

108. A server ahcording to claim 103, wherein the host 



site is one of 
service componen 



a plurality of host sites on which the 
t is displayed. 



109. A server a 
code corresponds 



wherein the 
corresponding tq 



^cording to claim 103, wherein the host 
to first and second host pages, and 
wherein a first pointer to a first service page of 
the service component is inserted in the first host page, 
and a second pointer to a second service page of the 

t is inserted in the second host page, 
the first servicte page comprising a link to the second 
service page, and 

apparatus is adapted to pass the code 
the second host page responsive to an 



invocation of the link by the client computer while the 
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first page of the sfervice component is displayed on the 
first host page, causing the client computer to display 
the second service page on the second host page, 



110. A server according to claim 103, wherein the 
apparatus is adaptep to pass the host code from the host 
site to the client 
through the locatic 
accessible . 



computer substantially without passing 
n at which the service component is 



111 . A server ac 



apparatus is adapted to pass the host code to the 



location at which 
from which locatioh 



service code are ccnveyed to the client computer. 



112. A computer 
computer- readable 
are stored, which 
server, cause the 
computer- readable 
code, when read b 



/ 

ording to claim 103, wherein the 



the service component is accessible, 
both the host code and the selected 



software product, comprising a 
medium in which program instructions 
instructions, when read by a computer 
server to receive an identification of 
service code at a service site, which 
a client computer via a network, 
causes the computdr to display at least one service page 
containing service! information, 

wherein at least a portion of the service code is 
selected for inclusion in a service component containing 
at least a portjion of the service information that 
corresponds to the selected code, and 

wherein a pointer is generated indicating a location 
at which the service component is accessible, for 
inclusion of the! pointer in host code accessible to the 
client computer fat a host site, which is separate from 
the service sitej and is accessible via the network, the 
host code, when read by the client computer, causing the 
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client computer to ^display a host page containing host 
information, and 

wherein the instructions further cause the server to 
receive an invocation of the pointer by the client 
computer when the cLient computer accesses the host page, 
and to convey data [including the selected service code to 
the client computer/, such that responsive to the selected 
service code, the | client computer displays the service 
component on the heist page. 

113. A product according to claim 112, wherein the 
network comprises Ithe Internet, and wherein the computer 
server comprises a World Wide Web server. 

114. A product according to claim 112, wherein the host 
code and service lode comprise code written in a mark-up 
language, which ii read by a browser program running on 
the client computejr . 

115. A computer I software product, comprising a 
computer-readable medium in which program instructions 
are stored, which instructions, when read by a computer 
server, cause the server to receive an identification of 
computer-readable service code at a service site offering 
a service, which code, when read by a client computer via 
a network, causes the client computer to display at least 
one service component enabling a user of the client 
computer to procure the service, 

wherein a | pointer is generated indicating a 
location at whidh the service component is accessible, 
for inclusion of the pointer in respective host code 
accessible to the client computer at each of a plurality 
of host sites, which are separate from the service site 
and are accessible via the network, the host code, when 
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J3 
n i 



1 y 
D 



read by the clien 
to display a respe 



computer when the 
host page of any 
including the ser 
that responsive t 



computer, causing the client computer 



ctive host page of each of the sites, 
which instructions further cause the server to 
receive an invocation of the pointer by the client 

client computer accesses the respective 
one of the sites, and to convey data 
rlvice code to the client computer, such 
o the service code, the client computer 
displays the semrice component on the respective host 
page, so that the service is provided to the user of the 
client computer [while the client computer displays the 
respective host ipage 

116. A computet software product, comprising a 
computer-readable medium in which program instructions 
are stored, which instructions, when read by a computer 



server 



at 



ost site, cause the server to store 
computer-readable host code, which code, when read by a 
client computer via a network, causes the client computer 
to display at J least one host page containing host 
information, 

wherein a Ipointer is inserted in the code of the 
host page a piinter indicating a location at which a 
service component is accessible, the service component 
comprising selected code available at a service site, 
which is separate from the host site and is accessible 
via the network, the selected code comprising at least a 
portion of sedvice code available at the service site, 
which service code, ■ when read by a client computer 
accessing the service site via the network independently 
of the host site, causes the computer to display at least 



one 



service 



page containing service information, 
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portion of which, corresponding to the selected code, is 
included in the service component, and 

the host code includes a specification of a 
the at least one host page for display of the 
)nent, 

.nstructions further cause the server to 
lost code, including the pointer, to the 



wherein 
location on 
service comp 

which 
convey the 



client computer when the client computer accesses the 



host page, 
client compi 
receiving th€ ; 
the service 
host page. 



such that responsive to the pointer, the 
ter requests the selected code, and upon 
selected code, the * client computer displays 
component in the specified location on the 
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